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SHORT STAY

Room with a view: The villas, left, overlook an untroubled Lake Taupo.

Match point

What: The Point Villas

Where: Whakamoenga Point, Lake
Taupo, 07 377 8002 or 027 477 4323
Basics: Two luxury villas available to
individuals or groups for exclusive use.
Private lakeside position. Prices from
$100 a night per villa with special rates
in winter. Each villa has two large
bedrooms with bathrooms, large living
and dining areas, fire and kitchen.
Reviewed by: Carolyn Enting

Taupo as we slip into the silent,

bracing water. We are alone,
but for a fantail performing a merry
dance.

A swim around a rocky outcrop,
not far into the lake, we’re confronted
by a giant Maori carving which
towers 10 metres above us and
plunges straight into the lake. I feel
like an explorer in an Indiana Jones
movie.

The Mine Bay carvings, made in
the late 1970s, are accessible only by
boat, kayak or helicopter, but if you
stay at The Point Villas, within the
private, gated estate of Whaka-
moenga Point (known as The Point),
you're just a short swim away.

A hot tub for two draws us back,
though it’s a tough choice between
that and the shower: separated from
a waterfall by only a glass wall.
Nestled in the bush, the bathroom
puts you at one with nature . .. apart
from the heated tiles.

Our villa is one of two that are
ideal for a luxury escape. Each boasts
sensuous linen, giant fluffy towels
and robes, a wine cellar filled with
Mt Difficulty Roaring Meg pinot noir,
and tennis racquets for a court just a
few metres from the front door.

The villas have kitchens that
would impress Gordon Ramsay: a
dinner table for eight, and a giant
granite bench overlooking the lake.

Perfect for a romantic getaway,

F IRST LIGHT glimmers on Lake

the villas are also fun for a group of
friends, summer or winter. Bi-fold
windows open to a spacious deck,
outdoor dining area and a barbecue.
A swimming pool sits between the
two villas, and it’s a five-minute
stroll for a swim in the lake.

In winter, double-glazed windows,
underfloor heating, a roaring log fire,
and a glass of red keep you cosy.

The property was developed with
a long-term view to preserve and pro-
tect the environment. House sites
have been carefully chosen so that no
building obscures another’s view.
The area has been planted with trees
which have a thriving bird popu-
lation including bellbirds, tui and
fantail. Sewage is piped back to Tau-
po to keep the lake pristine.

Fishing for trout is as easy as step-
ping out of the front door. Local fish-
ing guide Brent Pirie lives at The
Point and will collect you in his 4WD
or arrange for a helicopter to drop
you into a more remote spot. We
opted for the thrilling scenic flight (a
great way to view The Point, and the
carvings) and fished locally. Brent
kitted us out in waders and took us to
the Waitahanui Stream.

A former radio announcer, Brent
keeps up a steady commentary
punctuated with the word “crikey”,
although he’s quiet when it comes to
“the hunt”.

Fly fishing, we learn, is quite
meditative though not without excit-
ement. Waitahanui Stream has some
good-sized trout, once Brent shows
you where to look. We hook a big
one, but it leaps dramatically out of
the water and off the line. What a
beautiful sight. Brent’s hands are
shaking from the adrenaline rush.

Alas, no trout for dinner, but
wood-fired pizza with a bottle of red
does the business.

M The writer was hosted by The Point.

The wheel deal

Ange Hartshorne hits the road for Taupo, despite the cold season.

AMERA and laptop

into the car, bottles

of water, lots of

warm clothes and

we’re off. Enough of
sitting at home in the dreari-
ness of winter while the mates
are off on their holidays.

The Met Office has
promised a few days of sun
and a huge storm has just been
through, so there’s lots of
snow; beautiful scenery on the
doorstep.

Being a student, there’s not
a lot of money to splurge on
luxuries, but a roadtrip can
provide lots of scenery and a
well-needed break.

We take Route 54, out the
back of Feilding, as opposed to
State Highway 1. You turn on
to Kimbolton Rd at historic
Cheltenham, and after exhilar-
ating roller-coaster parts of the
road, you drive through the
quaintness of Rewa, with its
bright-red art shop, the beauty
of Waituna West and the
famous Vinegar Hill.

About three-quarters of the
way along Route 54 is Stormy
Point, where you must stop at
the lookout and spot the
ranges above the Rangitikei
marching towards Taihape.
The sign tells us we're looking
at “one of the best preserved
sequences of river terraces in
the world”. Back on the road
we reconnect with State High-
way 1, just south of Ohingaiti,
where we stop to take a photo
of an abandoned shop covered
in graffiti.

We had been told there was
thick snow, even south of Tai-
hape. Lo and behold, two days
after it dropped, it’s still there
in all its glory. Hills we have
driven past many times before
look like an alien landscape
under a blanket of snow.

A few days earlier, the
roads were closed and
motorists stuck for the night.
A road-trip tip: take warm
clothes, a sleeping bag and
maybe a bottle of whisky
when motoring through here
mid-winter.

Winning way: This
view of the road to
Taupois one of the
fascinating
Geographx maps in
the Driving Guide to
Scenic New Zealand
published by Craig
Potton. To win one of
five copies, email
travel@dompost.co.
nz, subject line
"Roadtrip"”, with your
name and address, or
send same on an
envelope to Roadtrip,
Travel Desk,
Dominion Post, Box
3740, Wellington, by
Friday.

Hills we have
driven past many
times before look
like an alien
landscape under a
blanket of snow.

Next stop, the craggy hills
of Taihape. We stop at Wild
Roses Furniture and Gifts for
a nose around the lovely mer-
chandise and the entrancing
atmosphere that transports
you to other worlds.

There are more Snow-
covered hills as we climb to
Waiouru, army training
mecca of New Zealand. On the
way we drive past the turnoff
to Paengaroa Scenic Reserve,
a mainland “island” of
podocarp forest containing
rare plant species and the
“largest number of divaricat-
ing plants in New Zealand, for

an area its size”. This is well
worth a visit, preferably with
a DOC guide. Waiouru is
under snow and a bit colder.
Good for the soul.

This is what we’ve come to
see: the mountains in all their
glory. Cold stops, hopping in
and out of the car, and we’ve
snapped enough photos to fill
an album.

We had been going to turn
around at Turangi, but are
drawn to the Great Lake

It sparkles in the lowering
sun and we want to see the
mountains reflecting in the
water at twilight so blow our
budget on a waterfront motel -
with a spa.

The motelier tells us there
is a heater in our room should
the night get too cold, which it
does.

A lamb curry in the micro-
wave, the camera comes out
again. Twilight, mountains
and lake, our prize for the trip.

The morning brings just as
many picture possibilities. I

never realised Taupo does
mist, but the large body of
water must drag it in.

We spend the early morn-
ing taking photos from the
lake edge, it’s cool and still,
and then find some elevation
for mountain shots.

A moment of pure pleasure
and wonder awaits on a cor-
ner of the Huka Falls road.
Rounding the corner we come
across a stand of trees
shrouded in mist and
biblically lit; it's a “Road to
Damascus” moment, mystical
and pretty.

All in all it had been a
gorgeous road trip, although
we nearly run out of petrol on
the way home and there’s an-
other dicey moment when I
stop on a windy bit of the Des-
ert Road to photograph ice-
encrusted volcanic rock
strata.

But life should have some
adventure about it, shouldn’t
it? Especially in the middle of
winter.

*Valid for stays during July 2009. Bookings must be made before 31 May 2009. Rate based on per room per night twin, single or double occupancy and subject to availability.
Accommodation and breakfast are free for two children under 16 when using existing bedding. Rate includes GST and is non-refundable or transferable. Conditions apply.
Advantage Plus members receive their normal discounts.

MID WINTER SALE AT

NOVOTEL WELLINGTON

This special rate is available in July only and includes
a full cooked breakfast for two people. Accommodation
and breakfast are free for two children under 16 years.

PER ROOM
PER NIGHT

e

133-137 The Terrace Wellington
Reservations 04 495 1086
H3276-RE01@accor.com

Quote ‘Kiwi Escape’ when booking

/
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BookingonNOVoOtel.co.nz

Designed for natural living

New Caledonia

M Located on Anse Vata Bay
with spectacular views over the
ocean or pool, this hotel
provides excellent value for
money. House of Travel has
three-night packages priced
from $959 per person share
twin. Package includes return
economy airfares to New
Caledonia from Wellington,
three nights’ accommodation at

Le Pacifique in a standard room,

return New Caledonia airport
transfers and, for only $39 per
day, add buffet breakfast for

two adults. For travel June 11-23,

July 27-August 28, October
14-30 and November
11-December 6. For sales to May
23, 2009. Contact House of
Travel on 0800 838 747 or visit

Troppo Queensland

M Cairns is the gateway to North
Queensland, and just an hour
north lies beautiful Port
Douglas, once a sleepy fishing
village, now an elegant resort.
There's boutique shopping,
excellent restaurants and the
silver sands of Four Mile Beach.
The ancient Daintree Rainforest
is an easy day trip, or the
rainforest Habitat Wildlife
Sanctuary has koalas,
kangaroos and crocodiles in
their natural habitat. Flight
Centre has holidays to Cairns
including return airfares and
seven nights’ accommodation
from $1229 per person, twin
share ex-Wellington. For details
and bookings, contact Flight
Centre on 0800 427 555 or visit
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Tel: 0800 783 2637

For a truly unique maritime heritage experience
Bookings: Whanganui Riverboat
Centre, 1A Taupo Quay, Wanganui
Ph/Fax (06) 347-1863 Freephone 0800 steamer

LAST PADDLE STEAMER

INCL. A NILE CRUISE & REMOTE SIWA OASIS

Cairo ® Pyramids ® Sphinx @ luxury Nile cruise ® Aswan

2009

www.toursdirect.co.nz (C=ipats)

a-

EU ROV] LLAS & TOURS

SPECIALISTS IN ITALY & FRANCE

Small Group Tours and Canal Cruises

?‘/L"\, Abu Simbel ® Alexandria ® El Alamein ® Siwa Oasis GETAWAY GUIDE Features in your
3 & DEPARTS FoRr INFO PACK PHONE TOURS DIRECT $12,300 Dominion Post every TueSday
WAt 16 Nov 0800 868 74 per person For advertising enquiries please contact:

Leah Vekula (04) 474 0037

Doubtful, Breaksea & Dusky Sound
ON SALE

Also Villas, Apartments & Boutique Hotels for 2009 Cruise without crowds - only 16 passengers
DEpI ]une & ]Ldy Tel: 035737110
Call toll-free 0508 387 684 Phone now: 0800 862 334 affinity@xtra.co.nz Free: 0800 421 999
www.eurovillas.co.nz www.affinitycruises.co.nz Web: www.jasminecourt.co.nz

JASMINE COURT TRAVELLERS’ INN

78 Wellington Street, Picton
[short walk from the Ferry]

Off Season Special

“Stay 3 Nights, Pay for 2”
In any of our 5 Star Units [Conditions Apply]

TRANS-SIBERIAN

RAILWAY

MOST FAMOUS RAILWAY JOURNEY

DEPARTS
6 AUGUST

0800 868 748

2009

by Luxury Private Train [N

Vladivostok # Ulan Ude ¢ Ulaan Baatar ¢ Lake Baikal
Irkutsk ¢+ Novosibirsk + Yekaterinburg ¢ Kazan ¢+ Moscow

FOR INFO PACK PHONE TOURS DIRECT

www.toursdirect.co.nz

A BRISBANE / GOLD COAST
DAYS CAR RENTALS

New cars from A$32 per day Used cars from A$25 per day
FREE AIRPORT PICKUP AND RETURN

* Free kms * Cheap cars * Dependable * Most air-con
Friendly service — Competitive prices

Phone Sally toll free 0800 447 426

ESCORTED BY

IN THE WORLD!

$17,100 EFOPIN FOR INFO PACK PHONE ToURS DIRECT $1f£o%100
Share thin I SURFERS REN-I-A'CAR | 2010 wwvg.stgt?rssd?rseczf‘c%.nz (estimate)

+ cruising South Shetland Islands & waterways of Antarctic Peninsula ¢
« travelling ashore frequently in inflatable ‘zodiac’ boats *
+ fascinating wildlife ¢ stunning scenery ¢+ a miraculous world! *

spectacular
days
ESCORTED BY
MANDY PAGE

I 0800 350 354
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Trusty go-pilot

CAMERON WILLIAMSON

didn't know was there. It was on the frayed

edge of the road atlas, up a sparsely
populated valley, well out of cellphone range and
bereft of buildings. But it was a rare lapse.

As a travel companion on a road trip, TomTom
is really hard to fault. Just moments before you
reach for the map, a schoolmasterly Englishman or
a pouty blonde Australian (you choose) tells you
what you need to hear: At the roundabout, turn
left.” Turn right, and TomTom will take a deep
breath (you're only imagining the of rolling eyes)
before instructing: “Make a U-turn at the next
opportunity.”

Most of the roads | drove with TomTom, | knew
backwards. But between the Coromandel Peninsula
and Cambridge in the Waikato, there's a maze of
dairy-drain roads across the Hauraki Plains known
only to milk-tanker drivers. TomTom came up
trumps, left-and-righting me through the flats with
timely instructions so | could keep two hands on
the wheel and two eyes on the road, and spat me
out at Cambridge in the shortest possible time to
destination. Full marks.

The top-of-the-range TomTom GO 930 has
much more ambitious travel plans than we were
able to test on our family jaunt around the North
Island. With the latest maps of 45 countries from
Andorra to Ukraine, it's
touted as a stress-extracting
travelling navigator for the
international traveller.

As an all-in-one
navigation device, the fist-
sized dash or screen-
mounted TomTom does
more than simple
navigation. Every calculation from “time to
destination” (a definitive response to “are we
nearly there yet?" from the back seat) to average
speed, next petrol station, rest area or scenic spot
is shown, and a jukebox (preloaded and MP3
feedable) plays through your car stereo on an FM
station. There's hands-free calling via Bluetooth
and your mobile phone, the ability to speak a street
name and receive directions, and a remote control.

WIN A TOMTOM

Travel has a TomTom 730 worth $649 to give
away. To be in the draw, email
travel@dompost.co.nz, subject line “TomTom",
with your name and address, or send the same on
a card or envelope to TomTom, Travel Desk,
Dominion Post, Box 3740, Wellington, by Friday.

FINALLY, we found it: a road that TomTom

STUDY TOURS: DISCOVER

THE WORLD

" ANTARCTICA

21 JANUARY to 7 FEBRUARY 2010
With tour leader Professor Peter
Barrett and expedition leader
Dr Dan Zwartz.

Join us for this 12-day voyage to a stunning part of the
Antarctic Peninsula where steep mountains and plunging
glaciers tower over narrow channels of ice-filled water.
You will also see many species of penguins, seals, whales
and seabirds. Inflatable boats allow us to experience the
wonders of Antarctica at close range. This once-in-a-
lifetime voyage provides both a thrilling view of Antarctica,
and a rich understanding of its natural and human history.

EGYPT

51029 JANUARY 2010
With archaeologist Dr Sarah Vidler.

A 3-week tour visiting significant
archaeological sites and

major museums, including the Great Pyramid, the
incomparable collections of the Egyptian museum,
the site of Akhenaten’s capital city at Amarna, the
magnificent temples of Karnak and Luxor, and the
beautifully decorated royal tombs in the Valley of the
Kings. Includes a four-day cruise along the Nile.

For more information, including price options and
itinerary, visit our website www.victoria.ac.nz/studytours,
email ceed@victoria.ac.nz, or call 04 463 6556.
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Join renowned conservationist Dr Don
Merton on this unique 20 day voyage to
South Georgia, Falkland Islands and the
Antarctic Peninsula, aboard the luxurious
ice strengthened Clipper Adventurer.

SPECIAL RATES

Just released for December 2009

Call 03 365 1355 or email
info@wildearth-travel.com

Wild Earth Travel

WWW.WILDEARTH-TRAVEL.COM
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